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(WHEREUPON, THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER AT 11:30 a.m.)
##H#HHHH

PRESIDENT U. RICHARDS: We will go now into
Committee of the Whole, so we could have an opportunity to
hear from the Acting Director of the Business & Financial
Services of the 36t Legislature. Mr. Benjamin.

Mr. Benjamin, can you hear us clearly?

DIRECTOR M. BENJAMIN: Yes, I can.

Mr. President, Usie Richards; good morning to everyone;
Delegates.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Can you proceed with
your presentation and then we will entertain questions from
the delegates if they may have of the Business & Financial
Affairs Office of the Legislature.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: No problem, sir.

Let me share my screen.

What you have in front of you is the current
Calendar Year Report from January — March 31, 2025.

As of the end of March 2025, there were no appropriations
budgeted for the Sixth Constitutional Convention.

So you have zero money being attributed to you.
Expenditures through the period totals $11,740.09.

To date, at the ending of March 31st, you had
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$6,807.97 in Air Fare; $2,496.63 in Food & Catering;
$1,550.50 in Printing & Binding; $425 in Miscellaneous
Charges, and $460 in Professional Services.
As I stated, for a total of $11,740.09.

Attached is the actual financial breakdown.
As you can see for everyone here, where the charges are
being posted in the previous month ending February had
a total of $4,945.59.

The month of March; you had only $2,294.15

in expenditures.

I think I heard a query about some of the discussion.

This gives you a detail of all who have traveled and have been
expended by Air Fare by months.

In the month of February, you had Delegate
Richardson; Delegate Rudel Hodge; Delegate Daniel.

All of this is on the same page.

Because of what President Richards said, the change by the
Governor in changing the Swearing-In threw a monkey wrench
into our plans.

The availability of getting the members to & from
was a problem with our carriers. Currently, if you all know,
over this week, Seaborne and Fly The Whale have had major
[.T. issues, and they are not making any reservations.

So we used our carrier, which was Bohlke to make sure that

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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your Swearing-In was accommodated. So that’s why you see
the chart of $4,930. It was a duplicated error.

So that’s why you see the credit. The positive, minus the
credit negates both.

So the charge you’re going to see is for $4,930.

February 25t is the date that it was recorded,
not the date it actually commenced.

In the month of March.

Again, you see the tickets.
As President Richards said, he was rewarded $235 for his
ticket that he purchased.

Delegate Silverman; Delegate Daniel purchased
a boat ticket for one of your members to travel to St. John
by President Richards, and a ticket by Delegate Ross.

That will be the $744.

Also, in the month of March, there was $1,550.50,
which was for the printing of the booklets for the Sixth
Constitutional Convention.

That brings you to the total for the month of February of
$2,294.15.

Any questions thus far?

DELEGATE SILVERMAN: Yes. Question.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Same process.

Allow me to recognize you for the record.

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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Mr. Benjamin, Delegate Silverman has a question.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Okay.

DELEGATE SILVERMAN: Thank you.

I'm having trouble reading the Cover Sheet,
but it looks like under Fiscal Year 2025 appropriation.

It looks like it’s blacked out, and I can’t tell if there is a
number there or not.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: No. That’s just by design.
The next Report that I will forward to the President, which will
not be a Month-Ending Report because since we’re in the
month of April, I will update him before we separate for Easter,
which should by the close of business on Tuesday of the increase.

What I share now is this document, so that
you can see all members.

We’ve been in communication with the Office of
Management & Budget. Director Julio Rhymer has made
available funding of $100,000 to the Constitutional
Convention for the Fiscal Year which ends September 30, 2025.

Because the Senate operates on a Calendar Year,
it runs through December of 2025.

This is the document where the process was made, and the
Department of Finance released said money on Thursday.
This is what I'm providing to you, that $100,000

was remitted into the Legislature’s Bank Account for the
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operations of the Constitutional right now.

Again, the financial position of the Government
is not the best. So these funds are being disseminated on
a sporadic basis. So I'm just making sure that you know
that $100,000 was given on April 10th,

This information and update was sent to the President of the

Constitution by the close of business on Tuesday.
DELEGATE SILVERMAN: Thank you.

That answers part of my question.

The other part would have to do with the $50,000
that is supposed to be appropriated for educational purposes.
Has that been released?

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: That has not been released.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Mr. Benjamin, hold one
Moment; and in case there may be other delegates that may
have misunderstood, as Delegate Silverman is asking the
question.

It’s in the Working Papers.

The total amount that is due for this Fiscal Year is $150,000,
inclusive of both the administration and the Territorial
Public Education Campaign.

The amount that has been released is $100,000,

which includes monies not only for the administration, but

also for the Territorial Public Education Campaign.
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DELEGATE SILVERMAN: So it’s inter-mingled
there?

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Yes.
It’s just one release.

DELEGATE SILVERMAN: And it’s up to you to
decide how you divide that up?

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Not up to me.
Up to the Executive Committee, once we have a Budget
Proposal from the treasurer.

DELEGATE SILVERMAN: But am I correct that
that is still short by $50,000?

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: That is in the Working
Papers, that it is short; and that the appropriation was
$150,000 and the allotment was $100,000.

DELEGATE SILVERMAN: Through the Chair,
can I ask why the full amount was not released?

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: I will respond to that.

The Legislature doesn’t make the allotment of
the funds. I discussed this earlier in the presentation and
the first part of the Executive Committee Report, which is
in writing before you, the process that we went through
trying to get an allotment. The allotment comes from
the Central Government; the Executive Branch.

That is for all Government departments and agencies.
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The Legislature didn’t have a part in deciding
whether we get $1 or $100,000.

The Executive Branch is stating, based on the
financial situation currently, this is all they were able to
release, and it represents in their mind our 1st, 2rd and
3rd Quarter allotments.

DELEGATE SILVERMAN: So to be sure I
understand you.

Your request was for the full amount and the Governor
responded that I'll give you two-thirds of it?

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: The Central Government.
Yes. That’s correct.

DELEGATE SILVERMAN: So will you be following
that up for a request for the remainder?

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: That is the intention,
and that too is also part of the Written Report when we speak
about receiving all of the funds by the beginning of the 4tk
Quarter.

DELEGATE SILVERMAN: Thank you very much.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: You'’re welcome.

Any other questions for Director Benjamin?
Delegate Russell.
DELEGATE RUSSELL: Director Benjamin,

there is an expenditure for Printing of $1,550.

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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10

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: $1,550. Correct.

DELEGATE RUSSELL: I thought the Government’s
Printing Office was available to us without an expense.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: That is incorrect, sir.
Again, as noted because you did ask for $150,000, they were
only able to give us $100,000. All departments are strapped
for money.

When this Act to fund the Sixth Constitutional
Convention did not have a dedicated funding source, any
services provided by ancillary parts of the Government are
being billed to the Constitutional Convention.

I did have conversations with Delegate Abramson.
Even the Port Authority is charging you for the use of their
hall. Everybody is in the same boat. If you’re using their
facilities, they’re going to ask you for payment.

DELEGATE RUSSELL: Okay. Thank you.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Any other questions
for Mr. Benjamin? Any other questions for Director Benjamin?

Director Benjamin, thank you very much for
joining us by Zoom on this Saturday.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Before I go, let me go
through the presentation that I was asked by Ms. Sheridan
to show to the members.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: I'm sorry.

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: No problem.

On the screen right now is our basic protocol
that we have. A Quick-Reference Sheet that we shared with
both the President of the Constitutional Convention and the
treasurer, Mr. Abramson.

We’ve been in constant dialogue about how we
are trying to assist in getting the mission of the Sixth
Constitutional Convention completed while you do not have
an administrative arm.

So we are currently using our Standard Forms
which is a Requisition Form; a Supply Form.

We have a Common Request Form and a Transportation
Request Form.

I think this has been shared with the members.
I'm going to just show you quickly in a synopsis how this works.
Each Form, so that you have at least an understanding if you
do have Sub-Committees and Sub-Committee Chairs are
requesting services for expenditures, these Forms should be
utilized.

Once you click on the Requisition Form, this is
what it looks like. It pops up. You put in your name.

This will be the name of the vendor that is trying to procure
services for you. Wherever there is an asterisk, it has to be

filled out completely, or else you will not move forward.
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DELEGATE RUSSELL: Mr. Benjamin, can you
make it bigger?

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: I will, sir.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Delegates and Delegate
Russell, please don’t do that. Be recognized.

Let me just add before he makes it any bigger.
We’ve asked him to resubmit by e-mail all of these Forms to
the President and the Secretary, so that we could make sure
that we also have clear links so they can be re-sent to all
delegates, to make sure everyone has it.

Sorry, Mr. Benjamin.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: No problem.

As you'll see, you’ll put in all the prerequisites.
vendor name; address; state and city; Zip; phone number;
vendor e-mail and the contact person, so that in case
something goes wrong, we can always follow-up with the
Request for Payment.

Once all of those are populated, you hit next.

In the Justification Narrative, you put in exactly what you’re
doing. You can be as descriptive as you can or you can just
simply be generic.

There were six persons. The bill comes to $600.
You’ll say $100 per person.

When you scroll down, automatically it totals for
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you, which is $600. Or a quick way, if you don’t want to go
through that, just put in Quantity: 1
Total amount of the cost of the Invoice; it does the same thing.
You would then select the committee that will be selected,
which will be the Sixth Constitutional Convention.

We have populated this for you.
You enter Constitutional Convention. Make sure you attach
the prerequisite estimate or the Quoted Invoice number, so
that we don’t have duplications.

You will upload the attached file. Uploads.
Vendor info. Just say no.
That’s as simple as it is. Hit submit. Two seconds.
You'll get a Thank You Note. If it has been submitted,
it comes to my desk. Please make sure that everything
that you submitted is true & correct. Invoices; the
amounts, so that we have no errors in processing.

We try to get these things processed within
48 hours. We make payment no later than 30 days as
part of the Standard Government Policy.

Any questions thus far on this one procedure?
Great! Love this!

Again, we have a constant Storeroom Request.
Again, all these links are here. Very simple.

We try to make it so that we can have basic supplies.

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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Pads; paper; pencils.

You all have your meeting.
Those supplies were furnished by our office, the Business
Office, so that you can conduct your meeting.
Just put in exactly what you need.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Delegate Wells, you
have a question?

DELEGATE WELLS: Yes.
The supplies are granted. So we don’t have to pay for
supplies?

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Oh, no.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Delegate Wells, could
you go ahead and ask specifically your question?
The initial response. The only thing being provided at no cost
is the service. The supplies or whatever we are ordering is
from our allotted money.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Correct.

DELEGATE WELLS: But Mr. President, if we have
a pack of pencils. They’ll charge $16 for the pack of pencils?

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Yes.
You will be charged for it, and the supplies as well.

DELEGATE WELLS: We need to bring our own
supplies to our meeting.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Again, we all shop at the

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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same stores. Sometimes, it’s based on availability.

We try to make sure that we have your stuff in time.

There’s a plus or minus of 5% on the market price, which you
see attached to each Form. Again, we have a plethora of stuff.

I'm moving kind of fast, so I don’t hold you up
from your business.

Once you get to the bottom, it tells you submit.

That’s it.
Once you put in your information, it comes back.
You will get an e-mail saying that your request has been received.

Again, it comes to my office. Based on the district,
whether it’s St. Thomas or St. Croix; the stuff will be assigned.
If it’s St. Thomas, we will notify you, or I'll reach out to
Treasurer Abramson and say the supplies are ready for your
meeting that will be held at Bluebeard’s on May 1st.

They’ll be ready for pick up a day prior to get ready
for your meeting. Likewise, in St. Croix, they were available
for your services for this meeting today.

Again, the Form is basically standard.

Nothing’s changed. Again, that’s what it is.

I know transportation and travel are one of the
most important things to you. Make sure that we’re all good.
This information again, as Treasurer Abramson said, we’re

trying to move through an electronic payment method.
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If you have not submitted your Direct Deposit
information, please do so at your earliest convenience.
We will be making payment through an ACH.

When I have to do physical checks, that has to
go transit between islands. Once the payments are made,
you will get an upload notification within 24 hours of payment.
It goes directly into your bank account. You don’t have to
go to the bank to cash any check; it will go straight to your
bank account.

Travel Request

I spoke to Treasurer Abramson. He will be the
point person until you all get an administrative person.
Please give us as much lead time as possible for
your meetings. My suggestion is a week time, so that we
can make sure we make all the prerequisite arrangements
with your carriers to get to your actual desired time in travel.
As you noticed, sometimes Seaborne and
Cape Air have mechanical issues. That may cause a same-
day inconvenience.
That’s why we ask for as much lead time, a week time, so
that we can make sure that you have confirmation in the
evening of your departure and your return out of the
district from which you reside.

If there are any changes that come up on a day

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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like today, on a Saturday where we are no longer in our
operational mode, because we work Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. My suggestion would that be you need to
check your ticket. If there is something that happens,
(chaos happens on a Saturday), once you buy your ticket,
keep your receipt. Upload your receipt. You can send it
to Delegate Abramson. He can fill out the Requisition Form.
We will try to refund you your money in quite a short period
of time.

Let me put this out, because we do share this
with all senators and all members of the Senate.

Cape Air does not give refunds.
If you were traveling today and you decide to cancel your
travel on a Friday, you have to give them no less than 72
hours’ Notice in order to get a cancellation.
Otherwise, Cape Air will keep that as a lost seat, and your
account will be charged for a missing seat.

We work with our other carriers.
Fly The Whale and Seaborne. Seaborne has a standard policy
of 48 hours before departure to cancel, as well as Fly The
Whale.

Any questions so far on travel?

Again, Ms. Williams’ e-mail is amwilliams@legvi.org.

You can send her your request now for any meetings you have

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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between now and December of 2025.
She will try to make those reservations within a short period
of time. Again, as close to the time that you would like.
We’ve added this request, which is a Transportation
Request Form. This is as its stated per request from your
carriers. Whether it’s Seaborne or the airport.
Please, understand this may be problematic on
Saturdays, because our Transportation Division is closed.
We operate Monday thru Friday; first come, first served.
Give us as much lead time as possible, so we could coordinate
and make sure that all delegates are included in our scheduling,
so there won’t be any hiccups.
Again, the Form is very simple to fill out.
You just say no; Request Staff.
You can cc anyone in particular. Make sure you include your
Cell phone number, so in case anything happens, we can get
in contact with you. So we have to add the Constitutional
Convention in here. That will happen no later than Monday.
Again, if you need a chauffeur requested.
Yes or no. Select. Same day or Round Trip.
State your purpose. If there’s anything in here that you may
need. Again, it tells you, once you set this.
Pick up from St. Thomas Airport.

You state where you’re going to. Annex. Put in your time.

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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You put in your justification. Meeting: Sub-committee
Meeting. That is basically it. You hit submit and that’s
it. It goes to everybody. This will be forwarded to our
Transportation Division, so that we’ll know that something
is happening, so we can have you scheduled, so there won’t
be any problems with us providing assistance.

Again, we will provide these services until the
Constitutional Convention can get an administrative person.

This Form, as it is, will be forwarded to Delegate
Abramson and President Usie Richards at the end of my
presentation.

Are there any questions that [ may have missed?
Anything that needs clarity from my end?

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Are there any questions?
There were a number of delegates over the past weeks who
had asked and claimed that they had some concerns or issues
with accessing services. And so, that’s why we’re here.

Delegate Watlington.

DELEGATE WATLINGTON: Am I to understand
that these Forms were sent to us?

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Those Forms were
initially sent. There are only about two new Forms by Ms.
Amrica Williams. Those are Forms that we’ve been utilizing

over the past couple of months. She had supposedly sent
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them out to all delegates. That would have been sometime
back.

There are some new Forms.

I think the new one was the last one that you showed.
The Travel Request Form. Because initially, we were just
filling in our personal information, so that travel could be
purchased.

Rudel Hodge, Jr.

DELEGATE R. HODGE: Good day, Mr. Benjamin.
You did state earlier in this presentation that we are
responsible for purchasing supplies from your office.

If so chose.

If you referred back to Section 5D, it states
clearly that you guys have a responsibility to provide
assistance to the Constitutional Convention by allowing
the Constitutional Convention to use Government property
and/or supplies as it may request, subject to the availability
of those supplies.

So it doesn’t state anywhere in the document
that we have a responsibility to purchase X.

It is stated in the law that you guys have a responsibility to
provide it to the Convention.
So please update that within your internal protocols.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: I am taking notes that

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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you asked, but I'm going to tell you, Delegate Hodge, this is
our Standard Operating Procedure.

Every division within the Legislature, once they
procure Office Supplies, their budgets are allocated for the
cost of that expenditure.

[ understand your position. Again, I will send
it back to the E.D. with notes. Again, if the President needs
to have a conversation with Delegate Richards, that will be
ensued at some point in the future.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Delegate Hodge, are
you finished?

DELEGATE R. HODGE: I'm done, at this point.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Delegate Canegata.

DELEGATE CANEGATA: Point of Information.
There’s nothing standard about this Constitutional Convention.
When was the last Constitutional Convention? Ten years ago?
Eleven? Fifteen years ago?

This is an anomaly. There’s nothing standard
about it and I really appreciate that Delegate Rudel Hodge
pointed that out to the good Director. Thank you, sir.

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Noted.

PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Thank you.

And thank you, Director Benjamin.

As I stated earlier, the Director was on because of the numerous

Diane D. Andrews - Stenographer
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questions; in some instances, the statements of individuals
not being able to properly access their request for transportation
and all of that. And so, the treasurer had invited him to join
us, to make sure that we have these all clear.
Thank very much, Mr. Benjamin.
DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: No problem.
PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Delegate Canegata,
the Sixth Constitutional Convention cannot be compared to

the other Conventions which were some years ago.

They probably were in a position back then, based on Banking

Laws to even have their bank account; writing their own checks,
and making their own disbursements.
So we’re not in that same position to be compared.
Delegate Daniel.
DELEGATE DANIEL: I just have a Point of
Information. To remind everyone that we amended Act 8186
in December in that Christmas Tree Bill.
I’'m just going to read what the amendment was.
All funds appropriated to the Convention shall be
allotted to the Legislature of the Virgin Islands for disbursement
to the Convention upon request, until such a time that an
Independent Fiscal entity is chosen by the Convention.
So I really appreciate Mr. Benjamin walking us

through that process. And if anything, with all due respect,
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it just lets me know that we need to choose an Independent
Fiscal Agency for this.
That was just my Point of Information. Thanks.

I guess we can move on with the agenda.

DELEGATE WELLS: Mr. President?

DELEGATE DANIEL: He’s gone.
Hi, Delegate Wells.

DELEGATE WELLS: How would that Independent
Agency be chosen?

DELEGATE DANIEL: That’s a fantastic question.
I think that’s something that has to come out of the Executive
Committee. In full transparency, I intend to update the
delegates later about the Executive Committee Improvement
Plan. I think that’s one of the things that will have to be
addressed if we do choose to go forward with an Independent
Fiscal Agent.

Any other thoughts, comments? Anything else, sir?

Delegate Richardson.

DELEGATE RICHARDSON: Point of Inquiry for
Mr. Benjamin.

For delegates like myself who prefer a check, is that
available?

DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Yes, it is.

DELEGATE RICHARDSON: Okay. Thank you.
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DELEGATE DANIEL: Just to follow-up.
Is there a separate Form that she should fill out, or is there
a place for her to note her preference for check?
DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Anyone who has not
complete the ACH Form will get a hard check.
DELEGATE DANIEL: Is that clear for you,
Delegate Richardson?
DELEGATE RICHARDSON: Thank you.
DELEGATE DANIEL: Any other questions,
comments, thoughts from the delegates?
Great!
Our President is back in time to move on with the agenda.
PRESIDENT RICHARDS: Thank you, Secretary
Daniel.
DIRECTOR BENJAMIN: Thank you.
(WHEREUPON, THE COMMITTEE OF THE

WHOLE MEETING WAS CONCLUDED AT 12:00 NOON.)
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